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The Breat Text Commentary.
THE GREAT TEXTS OF FIRST CORINTHIANS.

I COR. XIII. 13.

&dquo; But now abideth faith, hope, love, these threc ;
and the greatest of these is love &dquo; (R.V.).

’ 

EXPOSITION.

&dquo;But nozv cannot be taken in the sense of

time, it has a logical force, introducing an infer-
ence : &dquo; and so we see,&dquo; ~zuoc autclIl.-Ed,oards.
The three ~~irtrres (faith, hope, love) are con-

trasted with the three previously spoken of gifts
(tongues, prophecy, knowledge) which are to

cease with the future era, and not to enter into
the perfect state. &dquo; Now &dquo; cannot mean &dquo; at the

present time,&dquo; for, if these virtues also only
belonged to the present epoch, there would be no
contrast to set up in respect of duration between
them and gifts.-Godet.

Does it mean, then, that faith and hope, as well
as love, shall abide eternally ? But, according to
St. Paul, faith, in the perfect state, must give place
to sight (2 Cor. v. 7), and hope to possession
(Rom. viii. 24). Hence some hold that faith and

hope will last till the end of the prescnt economy,
but will pass away then ; while the gifts were to
cease with the first ages. But there is no such
distinction made by Paul. The present period is

represented as unbroken, and the gifts as only
ceasing when it ceases. Others take the word
&dquo; abide &dquo; in a logical sense, &dquo; remain in full i’(llrr~ &dquo;

(Holsten) ; or &dquo; abide in their fruits&dquo; (Grotius),
believing will remain in seeing as hoping in

possessing, for sight has come through faith, and
possession through hope (Hofmann). But all this
is to do violence to the meaning of the word
&dquo; abide.&dquo; Nearer the meaning is .Meyer,-Faith
remains eternally the means of our communion
with Christ, and hope will never cease to catch new
perspectives of glory, even in the perfect state.
But better still, Kling (in Lange’s Bible), says :
While love is the real possession of the Divine,
faith and hope belong to its acquisition. Now, is
this acquisition a fact which can ever cease?
Eternal blessings are not like a bag of gold pieces,
which are received once for all. The permanent
essence of the creature is to have nothing of its
own, to be eternally helpless and poor. Every
instant it must take possession of God by faith,
which grasps the manifestations which He has

already given ; and by hope, which prepares to lay
hold of His new manifestations. It is not once
for all, it is cOlltillually that, in eternity, faith

changes into vision, and hope into possession-
These two virtues, therefore, abide to live again
unceasingly.-God,/.
We have seen that faith and hope abide con-

tinually as well as love, but undergoing incessant
transformation, the one into sight, the other into

possession. It is not so with love. Love does
not see, does not acquire. It is the Divine. God
docs not believe nor hope,-He loves. Love

belongs to His essence. Like God Himself . it
could not change its nature except for the worse.
I.oN-e is the end in relation to which the two other
virtues are only means, and this relation remains
even in the state of perfection. Hence love is the

greatest.-Godet.
Love is described in verse 7 as belitL,jug all

things, and hoprizg all things, and so may rightly
be deemed the sustaining principle of, and there-
fore greater than, faith and hope.-Ellicott.

But it is a first and foremost place among
equals.-Clrurch.

METHODS OF TREATMENT.

I.

NOw ABIDETH FAITH, HOPE, I~OV1:.

By the hery Rev. I£mry A !ford, .D.D.

Lozie neaer failetlz.&dquo; In this it is distinguished
from all &dquo;gifts,&dquo; which are in their nature fragmen-
tary and obscure, and must cease when that which
is perfect and whole has been obtained. Nor is
love thus alone, there are three graces that never
fail, - faith, hope, and love, - these threc, and
these only. But the greatest of these three is
love, greatest among the enduring graces of

eternity.
Faith abides for ever. An unwavering trust in

God will form a component part of the character
of the saints in glory, an entire resting for the
present and for the future on His wisdom and His
love. The highest saint will be far beneath the

unapproachable perfections of God, in which His
renewed powers will always have scope to exercise
themselves. A progress there will be towards the

perfect likeness of Christ, which will not be put on
in an instant; a striving ever upward after more
knowledge of God, more love to God, more
obedience ; and of this advance, faith will be the
condition and basis.
Hope abides for ever. Hope shall not be lost in

joy, since joy will not be one great pleasure once
imparted, but springs ever up afresh. The awaken-

, ing to new delights and new faculties shall bring
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new hopes also. Hope drsappointed there shall be
none, for hope shall be based on certainty. Hope
diftrred there shall be none, for the state of trial
will be over.
And Lo’lle abides for evcr. For that state is its

proper sphere, and only perfect example. And of
these three, love is the greatest. Faith and hope
have their chief work here on earth ; love’s chief
work lies there. Faith and hope are but the
conditions of the employment of the glorified;
while love is that employment itself. Faith and
hope lead on to new degrees and new exercises of
love. Love is the character of God Himself, who
has nothing to aspire to, and needs none to lean
upon.

II.

HOPE.

By the Very Rev. R. TV. Cliitrcli, D.D.

The question occurs to us sometimes why hope
should be ranked so high, placed on a level with
faith and charity. We can understand why
faith should be so singled out; it is the founda-
tion of the whole structure of religion. Still more
can we understand it of charity, for charity brings
us near, in the essential qualities of character,
to Him whom we believe in and worship. But
hope is thought of, at first sight, as a self-regarding
quality, which throws forward its desires into the
future, and dwells in what it imagines of happiness
for itself. Hope, too, of all things, is delusive
and treacherous.

But Scripture, from first to last, is one unbrokcn
persistent call to hope-to look from the past and
present to the future. Hope, never destroyed,
however overthrown, is the prominent characteristic
uf the Old Testament, hope of the loftiest kind
even after the most fatal defeats. St. Paul may
be said to have characterised Scripture as above
everything the Book of Hope. &dquo; For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we, through patience and comfort of
the Scriptures, might have hope.&dquo; Hope is one
of the great and necessary springs of full religious
action. What gives it its moral value is that, in
its higher form, it is a real act and striving of the
will. It is on our wild and wayward imagination
that the forces play both of fear and hope. It is
there that fear conjures up dangers-omens of
coming trouble ; and it is there that hope is
exercised-an exercise, it may well be, of self-

mastery, to enlist imagination on the side of
God as the ally and enlightener and support of
faith.
And hope is a great instrument of spiritual and

moral discipline. Long waiting is God’s appointed
order. We are often tempted to be depressed.
But &dquo;we are saved by hope.&dquo;

TIIOUGHTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

AsPaulsooftendoes(tThess.i.3;2Thess.i.3.4; . .

COI- i. 4, 5), he here sums up the Christian life in the three

dispensations -faz’tlr, which takes salvation as already
accomplished, Christ come ; hope, which goes out to the

part of salvation yet to be accomplished, Christ coming
again; and rhadt)’, which embraces the ever-abiding Christ,
and in Him all beings, and which is already salvation itself

realisecl in the individual.-Go‘let.

TilE redemption of man begins with faith, and proceeds
through hope, and ends in love, until all is summed up in

the matured conviction of the last Apostle, that &dquo; God is

love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him.&dquo;-EI. l·Yacc.

Faith.

WHAT keeps the glorified in coutirrrre‘I rossessiora of salva-
tion is their abiding trust in the atonement which took

place through the death of Christ. Not as if their ever-

lasting glory might he lost by them, but it is their assured

possession just through the fact that to them as fellow-

heirs of Christ in the very beholding and sharing His

glory, the faith, through which they become blessed, must
remain incaj~al~l~ of being lost. The everlasting fellowship
with Christ in the future age («lsv) is not conceivable at all
without the everlasting continuance of the living ground
and bond of this fellowship, which is faith.&horbar;~/t~w.

now walk by faith, not at all by sight. When Christ

appears we shall walk by faith, became hy sight. All
fellowship between one person and another must he by
faith, if faith is rightly understood. Chrysostom was led
to deny the need of faith in heaven by his definition of

faith. If it is an act of the intellect, which believes certain

promises on the ground of its belief concerning the promises,
then faith ceases when the promises are fulfilled. The word

is used in this sense in the New Testament. But the grace
of faith needs the assent of the heart as well as of the

intellect. The 1’~efurmer~ insisted on the inclusion of

fiducia, trust, in their definition of fides. They transferred
the fulcrum of the spiritual life from the intellect to the

w il l.-Ed~ c~ar-cl.c.

Hope.
HOPE in its established New Testament sense, hope of the

everlasting glory (Rom. v. I ), this abides for the glorified with
regard to the everlasting duration and continued develop-
ment of their glory. In I Cor. xv. 24, steps in the develop-
ment of the future kingdom are manifestly given, as, indeed,
the everlasting glory generally, according to its essential

character as life, is not conceivable at all without develop-
ment to even higher perfection for the indiv idual, and

therefore also is not conceivable without the continuance of

hope.-~lle~~er.
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Ow.o one place has inscribed over its portals,-
&dquo;~ll~andon hope all yc who enter here.&dquo; 

II

New glories, new treasures of knowledge and love, will ever
raise and nourish blessed hopes of yet more and higher,-
hopes which no disappointment will blight.

THERE may be a faith almost without hope, a faith which
believes on though it can see nothing ; a faith which refuses
to be comforted, which will not let the distant picture of
better things rise before it, but yet trusts, ever in the dark-
ness, to God’s truth and goodness. It is the deep and
awful faith of him who said, &dquo; Though I-Ie slay me, yet will
I trust in Him.&dquo; II But the human spirit can hardly stand
long the strain of a hopeless faith. IIope is the energy and
effort of faith.-R. fl/. Churdl.

A HOPE that, by its inherent life, bursts the bands of

fatalism, and cannot be held down with reflections on the
degeneracy of the age, or the inveteracy of inherited defect,
but can estimate the possibilities of moral growth :-

&dquo; It is an ever-fixed marl;,
BB~hich looks on tempests, but is never shal;cn ;

It is the star to every wandering bark.
Whose worth’s unknown, although its height be taken.

_ 

-Lcruis Campbell.

In any one thinks that it is an easy process to hope in the
highest sense, he has yet much to learn of the secrets of his
own heart. It is an act, often a diflicult act of choice and
will, like the highest forms of courage. It is a refusal to be
Lorne down and cowed and depressed by evil ; a refusal,
because it is not right, to indulge in the melancholy pleasure
-no unreal one-of looking on the darl; side of things. It
is so that hope fights with power on the side of God.-R.
Ill Cl~urcl~.

Love.

WE have been accustomed to be told that the greatest
thing in the religious world was faith. That has been the

keynote for centuries of the evangelical religion ; and we
have learned to look upon that as the greatest thing in the
world. W’ell, we are wrong. If we have been told that, we
have been told wrong. I have taken you in the chapter
which I have read to-night (i Cor. xiii.) to Christianity at its
source ; and there we have read, &dquo; The greatest of these is
love.&dquo; &dquo; It is not an oversight. Paul was speaking of faith
just a moment before. He says, &dquo; If I have all faith so
that I can remove mountains, and have not love, I am

nothing.&dquo; 
&dquo; It is not an oversight, and it is not prejudice.

A man is apt to recommend to others his own strong point.
Love was not Paul’s strong point. There is a beautiful
tenderness which the observing student can detect as Paul
gets old-growing and ripening all through his character ;
but the hand that wrote &dquo;the greatest of these is love,&dquo;
when we meet it first, is stained with blood. Nor is Paul

singular in singling out love as the sulllmum bonum. The

three masters of Christianity are agreed about it. Peter

says, &dquo;Above all things have fervent love among your-
selvea.&dquo; And John goes further, &dquo; God is love.&dquo; &dquo; And you

remember what Christ Himself said about it, &dquo;Love is the

fulfilling of the taw.&dquo;&horbar;~t’///~ l~r~rrr»»roud.

IT is worthy of remark that whilc hatred in its energy

was, love in its divine greatness was not known and named
in profane Greek.&horbar;C;’f’///t’.r.

THE Old Testament knows of the love of husband to

wife : knows of the love of friend to friend, sometimes

&dquo; passing the love of women ; &dquo; it knows this devotion as

transferred from man to God, throughout the Psalms of
David ; it knows the love of God Himself towards His

peculiar people. Again, the Greek world exhibited the

love of friend to friend, and a love which was mere admira-
tion of physical bcauty in woman, or intellectual beauty in
the language of philosophy. The Alexandrine writers,
further, speak much of a love of man to man ; but their

philanthropy is a mere abstraction to be panegyrised.
The &dquo; love &dquo; of the New Testament retains all the fervour

of Hebrew aspiration, and all the personal devotion of

Greel; to Greek, while it ranges through as wide a sphere as
the comprehensive benevolence of Alexandria. With the

religious feeling of the Hebrew psalmist in the presence of
God, it unites the humanity of the Greek and Alexandrian
to man. It is love to man for the sake of love to God ;
love to God showing itself in inaii.-Stanle;,.

IT is deeply interesting, and I think profoundly significant,
that it is this largest of all kinds and conditions of loving-
not the love of wife or child, not the love of friend or

brother, not even the love of Christian for Christian-of

which it is written, &dquo; that it abideth.’’ &dquo;’ It seems to say to

us that there shall then be a universality and an unbounded-
ness of loving which count nothing and no one alien that

God hath created, or for which, conscious or unconscious,
receptive or recusant, the Lord Jesus Christ poured out His
most precious blood. &dquo; In that day there shall be one Lord,
and His name one &dquo;-&dquo; God is love.&dquo;-C. J. Vaughan.

IN Caroline Fox’s diary a conversation with Wordsworth
is reported, in which the poet owned that he had had some
ditliculty in accepting St. Paul’s exaltation of the grace of
charity over faith,-faith which, according to his conception
of it, gave man a perception of higher truths than his under-
standing was capable of arriving at, and elevated him to a
loftier region. But the nature of the truths which Christian
faith at least makes known is such that it is impossible to
conceive that grace as separated from love. If these truths
have not elevated and drawn out his love both towards God
and towards his brethren, he has learned them in vain.-
G. Salmoll.
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AMONG the last words of Nitzsch were those, spoken to his
old friend Twesten, &dquo; I can no longer hear or see or work,
I can only love.&dquo;&horbar;/. A~-.’ Lectarres o~c Prcarlrin;.

THE Epistle finds its climax in this chapter, as that to the
Romans in the conclusion of the eighth chapter, and that to
the Hebrews in the eleventh. In this one grace of charity
was found the true correction for all the evil tendencies of

the Corinthian Church. The Apostle’s immediate motive is
to show the subordination of gifts of mere display, such as
that of tongues ; but the style of the passage proves that it

rises far above any immediate or local occasion. On each

side of this chapter the tumult of argument and remonstrance
still rages ; but within all is calm : the sentences move in

almost rhythmical melody ; the imagery unfolds itself in

almost dramatic propriety ; the language arranges itself

with almost rhetorical accuracy. We can imagine how the
Apostle’s amanuensis must have paused to look up in his

master’s face at the sudden change in the style of his dicta-
tion, and seen his countenance lighted up as it had been the
face of an angel, as this vision of divine perfection passed
before him.&horbar;~7aM/~.

The Epistle to the Romans:
HINTS FOR STUDY.

BY THE REV. PRINCIPAL ELMER HARDING, M.A., ST. AIDAN’S, BIRKENHEAD.

«. INTRODUCTION.
i. Farrar: &dquo;D’Iessages of the Books. 

&dquo;

’ 

Discourse VII. The Form of the Epistles.
Discourse VIII. St. Paul’s Thirteen Epistles.
Discourse XIV. The Epistle to the Romans.

ii. Godet: &dquo; Studies in the Epistles.&dquo; 
&dquo;

Paul’s Gospel to the Romans, Expositor, 3rd
series, vol. iii. pp. 241-259.

’ General View of St. Paul’s Epistles, E.xpositor,
3rd series, vol. viii. pp. 35-47.

iii. Lightfoot: Article Epistle to the Romans,&dquo;
5mith’s Bible Dictionary.

iv. Salmon: &dquo; Introduction to the New Testament. &dquo;

Lecture XX. pp. 39’--395·

~. HISTORIES.
i..Stalker: Life of St. Paul.

ii. Iveradl: St. Paul : His Life and Times.
iii. COl1ybear.: atud Ho7vso;t : Life and Epistles of St.

Paul.
iv. Farrar: Life and Work of St. Paul.
v. L~mi~t : Life and Epistles of St. Paul.

vi. Lec/lkr: Apostolic and Post Apostolic Times.
vii. Pales,: Horae Paulinc.

y. COMMENTARIES FOR JUNIOR STUUKXTS.
i. Moule: Cambridge Bible for Schools.

ii. Brown: Handbooks for Bible Classes.
iii. Sadler: Church Commentary on New Testament.
iv. Sanday: Ellicott’s Commentary.
v. Vaugllan: Greek Text with Notes.

COMItENTARII:S FOR MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS.
i. Beet.
ii. Schaff apid Iv’id~ll~ : Clark’s English and .American

Commentary.
iii. Gifford: Speal;er’s Commentary.

i v. Godet.
v. Afieyer.

~~i. Philtppi.
vii. For Patristic Commentaries a. Lightfoot’s Article

in Smith’s Bible Dictionary.
Exl,OSITION -S.

i. Djles: &dquo;Gospel according to St. Paul&dquo; (Rom.
i.-viii. ).

ii. Farrar: &dquo;Truths to Live by.&dquo; &dquo;’ Part II. According
to St. Paul.

i. All have sinned (Rom. iii. 23).
2. We have sinned (Rom. vii. 24).
3. The forgiveness of past sin (IVom. iii. 25).
4. Christ a Ransom and a Propitiation° 

(Rom. iii. 24, 25).
9. St. Paul’s Theology, from Faith to Faith

(Rom. i. 16, 17).
iii. Codet: Logical arrangement of Rom. v. 5-17.

Expositor, 4th series, vol. i. p. 285.
iv..41o;-iso)z: Expositions of chaps. iii., vi., ix., x.

~. OU’1’LIBi: FOR STUDY.
i. Personal Matters (i. i-t5).
ii. Dogmatics (i. 16-xi.).

iii. Ethics (xii.-xv. 13).
iv. Personal Matters (xv. q-xvi. 27).

A’.~?.&horbar;There are two Commentaries on the Epistle to the
Romans which exist at present only in MS. The authors
have been called to their rest. They are the representatives
of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. It is to be
earnestly hoped that ere long the literature on the Epistle to
the Romans will be enriched hy the publication of these
works. I refer to the Lectures delivered at Oxford by the
late Canon Liddon, and to the Lectures delivered at Cam-
bridge by the late Bishop Lightfoot.

Note on The Breat Text
Commentary.

I COR. Xiii. 12.

ALLOW me to say that I think your expositor has
misunderstood the Greek aorist rendered in the
Revised Version, &dquo; I have been known.&dquo; He asks

to what time the aorist refers. The Greek aorist
does not in itself refer to any definite time, but
merely asserts that at some time or times in the past,
either ages ago or a moment ago, something took
place or existed. It thus differs from the English
preterite, which always refers either to a definite
time or to a time definitely removed from the
present. Our language has no aorist or &dquo; in-


